04-027 (July 7, 2004).  Abandoned and Private Airports on Visual Charts.  
ISSUE:  There have been cases where changes to airport designations are validated by the Aeronautical Information Branch (AIB) and the information forwarded to Airport Safety; however, the information does not get to NFDC for NFDD action.  The NFDD is the source for chart data and the NACO Visual Chart Branch (VCB) is unable to make changes to charts without NFDD action.  

STATUS: 07-07-04 – Jim Seabright introduced this issue. The AVN Flight Edit Program identifies airports in several categories.  These airport designations are provided to both the VCB and the AIB.

1. Abandoned - charted and named airports that appear to be abandoned.

2. Deletions - abandoned or unverified airports that are charted but unnamed, and no longer appear to be usable or have landmark value.

3. Private - uncharted airports that appear to be in use (these could also be unverified)

The VCB does not change an airport designation, nor do they delete abandoned airports, nor do they chart private airports without NFDD action.  The AIB has, in the past, attempted to identify all the airfields on the Flight Edit list by calling the owners, where known, or the local FSDO or State Aviation Department, where unknown.  AIB then passes this information to Airport Safety for further processing and, when warranted, publication in a NFDD.  A problem arises when Airport Safety in some cases accepts the AIB validation work on airport data but, because of staffing constraints and other priorities, the data on abandoned and private airports is not always passed on to NFDC for publication.  Without a NFDD as source, VCB is not able to update the charts with the current Flight Edit information.  The use of airports as landmarks and their navigation value is important for the VFR pilot.  FAA chart accuracy suffers as a result of the current process.  It is recommended that the process within Airport Safety be reviewed to upgrade the staffing and priorities given to the program.  Also, it is recommended that NFDC consider authorizing the combined Flight Edit and AIB efforts as valid source for NFDD action to update abandoned and unverified airports.  OPEN. 

STATUS: 09-29-04 – Valerie Watson confirmed that NFDC would accept NACO data and verify it for NFDD action.  Mike Riley briefed that other agencies; e.g., DEA are interested in abandoned/private airport data.  Valerie responded that funding is no longer available to research this data.  If data comes in, it is published.  John Shorter asked to whom NGA could submit data they gather.  Valerie responded AAS-300.  Mike Riley briefed that DOD does gather data on these airports; however, there are congressional restrictions on DOD gathering data within the CONUS unless requested by another agency.  If FAA were to ask for support in this initiative, NGA could respond.  Valerie accepted the IOU to coordinate the FAA request.  CLOSED.

