05-031 (January 12, 2005).  P-NOTAMs to Correct US Government Charting Errors.  ISSUE:  AFS-420 has received formal correspondence from AVN-1 requesting that procedures for issuing P-NOTAMs to correct US government charting errors be placed on the AISWG agenda.  It is AVN’s position that NACG should assume this responsibility from NFDC.  Current policy in Order 8260.19, paragraph 223d levies the responsibility for issuing, tracking, and canceling these NOTAMs on the Cartographic Standards Branch, ATA-130. A chart change NOTAM is only to be issued after coordination through AVN-100, ATA-100 and AVN-500.  This procedure is a carry-over from past practice.  The original intent behind the policy was to place the responsibility on a single FAA office, and at the time, Cartographic Standards Branch was the logical choice.  Items for discussion include but are not limited to:


1.
What is the rationale behind the request?


2.
Will the current process be improved?


3.
Will NACG designate a specific office to assume responsibility for issuing, tracking, and canceling NOTAMs or will each Branch take care of their own product?

4. Procedures must be established to ensure the NOTAMs are formatted correctly, issued, tracked, and cancelled and that the NTAP is properly maintained.

STATUS: 01-12-05 – Bill Hammett led the discussion on this issue.  Preliminary coordination with the concerned parties (AVN-100/500 and ATA-130) indicates no objection to AVN assuming responsibility for chart correction NOTAMs.  Bill provided draft policy changes to 8260.19C, Chapter 2, Section 6.  The consensus is that the NACG Requirements and Technology Staff, AVN-503, will be the focal point for all chart correction and compilation NOTAMs.  The NFPG, AVN-100, will remain the focal point for procedural NOTAMs.  The NFPG will ensure access to the NOTAM Entry System (NES) and provide necessary training for NACG personnel.  AFS-420 will continue to develop necessary policy and coordinate an effective date.

Jim Spencer asked what happens when NACG incorrectly charts a manually entered military procedure; e.g. radar minimums, alternate minimums, etc.  This led to a discussion regarding a potential disconnect between NACG and NGA.  For example, if NGA makes a charting error on an IAP, it is entered in the military NOTAM system.  However, since the procedure is also charted in the civil TPP, there is no medium to ensure the TPP published chart is also covered by a civil NOTAM.  After much discussion, Jim agreed to work this issue through the DOD FLIP Coordinating Committee.  Jim Seabright will be the NACG POC for the effort.  OPEN.

STATUS 04-06-05 – Bill Hammett briefed that the use of P-NOTAMs to correct charting errors will be included in the next revision of Order 8260.19.  The Order is in the final editing stage and should be circulated for comment in early summer.  The issue of correcting military charts that are correct in NGA publications but have errors in the civil TPP, is still under discussion.  The group favors a single DOD point of contact to contact the FAA office responsible for Chart Correction NOTAMs (currently ATA-130).  Mike Foster will work this through the military FLIP Coordinating Committee (FCC).   OPEN.   

STATUS 07-07-05 – Bill Hammett briefed that the NOTAM section of Order 8260.19C has been totally revised for Order 8260.19D.  The revised Order is running behind schedule; however, should be circulated for comments soon. Regarding the issue of NACG charting errors on NGA procedures, Mike Riley briefed that NGA hasn’t reached agreement on a single point of contact.  Jim Seabright stated that the only place this could occur is in the radar minimums as these minimums are hand-entered by NACG.  John Shorter agreed to take this issue to NGA for resolution.  Tom Schneider asked if there was any move afoot to eliminate the NGA approach charts.  Mike responded that Task Group 35 is addressing this issue and their study is nearly complete.  Bill Hammett asked if there was any move to standardize the textual DP and radar minimums to standardize the type size and font.  The response was not at present.  OPEN.

STATUS 10-05-05 – There was lots of discussion on this issue; however, no resolution to date.  John Shorter briefed that NGA is working toward electronic transfer of data so that NACG will not have to manually type DP instructions and Radar minimums.  This should eliminate contradictions between NACG and NGA products.  Gary Bobik briefed that with the contracting out of all Flight Service to Lockheed-Martin (LM), strong guidance is necessary to ensure LM follows the correct procedures.  In response to questions at the last meeting, John noted that no decision has been made whether to cease NGA production of low altitude FLIP approach booklets; Task Group 35 is addressing this issue.  The issue to standardize the presentation of DP and Radar minimums in both products is being dropped from discussion at this time pending the electronic transfer of information.  Bill Hammett agreed to accept an IOU to develop a white paper on the specific problems and recommended solutions for the group to consider.  OPEN. 

STATUS 01-11-06 - Bill Hammett recommended that since the original thrust of this issue (transfer of responsibility for P-NOTAM Chart Correction NOTAMs to NACG, R&T) has been accepted and included in Order 8260.19D, this issue be carried in an “open, pending publication” status.  The revised Order is currently undergoing final editing and should enter formal AFS coordination in late January.  The side issue that arose regarding chart discrepancies between DOD and FAA products will be opened as new issue 06-042 and tracked until resolved.  The group agreed.  OPEN - Pending Publication.

STATUS 04-05-06 - Tom Schneider briefed that Order 8260.19D is currently undergoing internal AFS‑400 coordination.  It should be released for public comment within the next month.  OPEN - Pending Publication.
STATUS 07-26-06 - Brad Rush briefed that NOTAM training for NACG personnel is scheduled for August.  Bill Hammett stated that once NACG NOTAM training is completed, the responsibility for chart correction NOTAMs could be transferred in advance of the change to Order 8260.19 if all parties are in agreement.  Tom Schneider briefed that internal AFS coordination of the .19D has been completed.  As soon as comments are mitigated, the Order will be forwarded for formal coordination (approximately 30 days).  Larry Wiseman requested an advance electronic copy to facilitate review since their office is relocating and they currently have personnel in two locations.  Tom agreed to provide a CD for the military.  OPEN - Pending Publication. 

STATUS 10-04-06 - Brad Rush briefed that FDC NOTAM training has been completed for NACG personnel and access to the NOTAM system has been accomplished through the NOTAM Transfer System (NTS).  NACG only has capability to send NOTAMs on IAPs and DPs. Brad also briefed that there is a NOTAM summit meeting within AVN scheduled for November 18-19 to establish a date when NACG can assume responsibility for FDC Chart Correction NOTAMs.  Bill Hammett advised that AFS-400 would have to authorize the change via policy memo pending publication of Order 8260.19D.  
OPEN - Pending Publication.
Editor’s Note: Order 8260.19D was forwarded to AFS-400 to begin the formal coordination process on October 10th.  Tom Schneider will attempt to get CD versions of the draft Order for the military or have a version posted on line for review. 
STATUS 01-17-07 - Bill Hammett briefed that there will be a delay in getting the 8260.19D signed due to the high number of comments received including a non-concur by the Vice President of System Operations, AJR-0.  As a result, AFS-420 has agreed to implement the proposed 8260.19 policy change assigning FDC chart correction NOTAM responsibility to the NACG via an interim policy memorandum.  This change has been coordinated with the NACG R&T Team, the NFDC, and the NFPO and all are in agreement.  The policy memorandum has been developed and is currently at AFS-400 for signature and should be signed by January 19.  Once signed, a mutually agreed upon implementation date will be determined.  Bill agreed to keep the group apprised of the memo’s status.  
OPEN - Pending Publication.
STATUS 04-04-07 - Bill Hammett briefed that the AFS-400 memorandum was signed on January 19th and NACO successfully assumed responsibility for chart correction FDC NOTAMs on February 26th.  A discussion ensued regarding dissemination of NOTAMs to ATRCCs.  It was decided to close the original issue and address dissemination separately as new issue 07-057.   CLOSED.
