5-039 (October 5, 2005).  FAA Form 8260-16 vs. the Legal Docket for T-Routes.  ISSUE:  There is a disconnect between the 8260-16 and the published legal docket for 

T-Routes (RITTRs).  


Background:

1.
The National Flight Database (NFD) airways are created from the Digital Aeronautical Chart Supplement (DACS) airways. This includes assigning the sequence of the airway segments using the same DACS sequencing. The sequence determines the airway direction so that a computer can recreate the airway.
2.
The DACS follows the sequence (i.e. direction) as described in the Legal Docket.
3.
Up until this point, the NASR airways have been sequenced in the same direction as the DACS. 
4.
For RNAV T-routes, the 8260-16 has the sequence (i.e. direction) opposite from the Legal Docket.  The 8260-16 is not following the Legal Docket.
5.
The NASR RNAV T-routes are sequenced using the 8260-16 direction. NASR is not following the Legal Docket.
6.
The DACS does not have altitudes. Therefore, NFD airway altitude values are populated using NASR in an automated process.

Problem:
1.
The NFD automated production process for assigning altitudes will not work for RNAV T-routes.
2.
The NACG NFD Team must manually edit altitudes for each segment every 28 days.
3.
The NFD automated validation program will not be able to detect manually edited altitude errors.  For example, there is no way to detect if a manually entered 8,000’ altitude is correct when, in fact, it should be 9,000’.
4.
The risk of NFD RNAV T-route errors is significantly increased.

Possible Solutions:
1.
Complete Form 8260-16 for RNAV T-route sequencing per the Legal Docket.
2.
Revise the Legal Docket to match the Form 8260-16.
3.
NASR populate their airway route sequencing per the Legal Docket.
4.
The NACG reverses the DACS sequencing to follow 8260-16 (and the NASR) sequencing.
    
Note: This will require coordination with the NFDC to determine if this will cause an ATC-related problem.

STATUS 10-05-05 – New issue introduced by Jim Seabright.  There is a disconnect between the documentation requirements of Order 8260.19 and the legal docket for airways/routes.  Order 8260.16 requires routes to be documented on FAA Form 8260-16 from West-to-East or South-to-North.  Order 7400.2 simply requires North/South routes be odd numbered and East/West route be even numbered.  There is no requirement for a documentation direction. The docket normally follows the description of the route as submitted with no consideration of direction.  DACS is developed from the legal description; however, NASR is developed from Form 8260-16.  Jim recommends that a common system be adopted for route documentation.  Ken McElroy stated that it shouldn’t be a big deal to have route submissions and the 7400.2 agree with the 8260.19.  He took an IOU to work the submission issue through the Airspace and Rules Group.  OPEN. 

STATUS 01-11-06 - Ken McElroy briefed that the change was included in a revision to Order 7400.2, which is effective February 16th.  A policy memo has been issued to address the issue in the interim.  The 7400.2 and 8260.19 are now in agreement.  CLOSED.

