08-072 (September 30, 2008) DOD-FAA Obstacle Data Exchange.  ISSUE:  During the discussion of issue 06-049 at AISWG meeting 08-04, it was noted that most airport and runway data contradictions have been resolved; however, it was learned that there seems to be little to no cross-coordination or sharing of obstacle data between the DoD and FAA.  The Chair recommended that a separate issue should be opened to address DoD-FAA obstacle data contradictions and resource sharing.  
Status 09-30-08:  Issue opened at the direction of Tom Schneider, AISWG Chair.  During discussion of issue 06-049, Wayne Fetty stated that it appears that DoD obstacles are not included in the FAA Digital Obstruction File (DOF).  Using Seattle, WA as an example, Wayne stated that if you load both DoD Vertical Obstruction Feature Database (VOFD) and DOF obstacles in a work file for Seattle and then eliminate the VOFD display, many obstacles disappear as they are not in the DOF.  This gives the impression that the FAA is not using any NGA obstacle data even though NGA does populate obstruction data.  Wayne recommended there should be an agreement between FAA and NGA that allows exchange of obstruction data.  Brad recommended that both DOD and FAA obstacle data personnel attend the next meeting.  IOUs: 1) Wayne Fetty tasked to ensure the appropriate NGA VOFD representative is aware of the issue and is available for discussion at the next meeting; and 2) Jim Seabright is tasked to ensure similar action for the OPR of the NACO DOF.  OPEN.
Status 01-06-09:  Rosemarie Longobardo provided a briefing on the FAA DOF and NGA VOFD interface.  She briefed that NGA VOFD imports obstacle data weekly from the FAA DOF; however, FAA only imports NGA obstacle data from outside the U.S.  Many NGA VOFD obstacles do not have accuracy codes assigned, which lessen their value for procedure development.  NACO is currently coordinating with NGA to obtain missing accuracy data and critical elements.  Tom Schneider stated that this is especially concerning now that digital obstruction files are being used in FAA MIA/MVA chart development.  In response to the accuracy code comment above, Wayne Fetty stated that accuracy codes are not provided for security reasons.  Sandy Fletcher added that since NGA doesn’t discriminate obstacle data source, accuracies may be questionable.  Tom asked whether there are classified obstacles in the U.S. and Sandy replied she would have to check.  Rosemarie questioned whether she understood correctly that NGA will accept obstacle input from any source.  Sandy responded that they will certify input insofar as possible so as not to have duplicates.  Rosemarie questioned whether the intent is to have two identical databases and why.  She added that since FAA plans to ingest VOFD data over the next 2-years, VOFD quality issues can be assessed as that date nears.  Jim Seabright noted that lack of quality control/verification lessens the validity of the VOFD and its usefulness to the FAA DOF.  Tom again expressed concern that FAA specialists may be designing MVA/MIA charts with no obstacle data near military bases.  Wayne Fetty stated that USAF obstacle survey data is not entered in the FAA’s DOF.  Mike Foster said that Army survey data is entered because he forwards it to FAA.  Brad Rush stated that if military surveys are forwarded, they would be entered in the appropriate FAA databases.  Rosemarie confirmed this.  USAF, NGA, and Army agreed to ensure all survey data was forwarded.  Jim Spencer said the old Navy survey data was suspect, but all new data from day-forward would be submitted.  IOUs:  Lance Christian will ensure all NGA surveys are forwarded to FAA.  Wayne Fetty will ensure all USAF surveys are forwarded.  Jim Spencer will ensure that all future Navy surveys are forwarded.  OPEN
Editorial Comment:  A few days after the meeting, an exchange between FAA and AFFSA ensued concerning an obstacle that affected operations at an airport was not in the FAA DOF, but was in the DoD VOFD.  It was determined that an FAA Form 7460-2 was not required or filed when the obstruction was built.  However, the obstacle was entered in the FAA DOF as a result of flight inspection reporting and a request by the FPO.  During the FAA-AFFSA exchange, it was determined that DoD enters obstacles based on proposed construction (FAA Form 7460-1); thus, the reason for many additional obstacles in the DoD database.  The rationale behind this methodology is to ensure all obstacles, even those that are deemed to have no impact on current operations, are in the DoD VOFD.  FAA, on the other hand, only enters obstructions once construction has been confirmed, most commonly via FAA Form 7460-2.  This exchange will be a discussion item at the next meeting.

Status 03-31-09:  Mark Bye stated the AFFSA intent was to note that they were referring to obstacles that had been built but were not in the FAA database.  He agreed to provide examples.  Brad Rush stated all the obstacle data from the surveys would be entered into Airports GIS and subsequently would be loaded into the procedure development system.  Dave Perry responded that only those obstacles that were identified as "representative obstacles" would be forwarded to AVN for procedure development.  Bill Hammett questioned the status of melding the DOF and VOFD into a single obstacle file.  Jim Seabright stated there is no plan to merge the two obstacle files although the FAA is working to import some obstacle data.  He stated the plan all along has been to “exchange” data vice “combine” data.  Bill noted this appears to contradict some of the statements made at the January meeting.  Lance Christian briefed that NGA has resolved all issues and has policy in place to ensure FAA receives all DOD surveys.  Lance also agreed to research whether proposed obstacles were being entered in the DOD VOFD - see Editorial Comment above.  IOU:  Mark Bye to provide examples to support AFFSA’s position.  Lance Christian to check the veracity of the VOFD regarding entry of proposed obstacles based on Form 7460-1 vice awaiting a 7460-2.  OPEN.

Status 07-07-09:  Lance Christian confirmed that it is not NGA policy to enter “proposed” obstructions to the VOFD.  If it was done in the past, it was done in error.  Wayne Fetty stated that AFFSA is still doing FAA-DOD database comparisons.  He requested the FAA history of 2000-ASO-5179-OE (this obstacle is in the NGA database, but not in the FAA’s).  Jim Seabright asked whether the OE in question is representative of a specific or a systemic problem.  Wayne responded that he wants the data on this obstruction to further determine whether the problem is systemic.  Rosemarie Longobardo responded that she will research the OE file and provide the data; however, she added that in 2000, the FAA was still receiving paper notifications and there were sometimes problems with distribution.  Wayne asked why FAA does not accept DOD information on pylons that NGA uses to populate their database.  Rosemarie responded that FAA would accept any source information from power companies.  Lance interjected that the information source is not from the power company, but from within the DOD, e.g., US Army helicopter route developers.  For example, the date from the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) was not given to NGA; however, the Army validation of the TVA data was provided.  Wayne asked whether Rosemarie would like the source for NGA pylon data.  Rosemarie responded yes.  IOUs:  Rosemarie Longobardo to provide AFFSA data on 2000-ASO-5159-OE.  Wayne Fetty to analyze the data and make a determination on whether the issue is systemic.  Additionally, Wayne Fetty will coordinate providing FAA with NGA pylon source data.  OPEN
Status 10-06-09:  Wayne Fetty reported the results of the AFFSA comparison of the DoD Vertical Obstruction Feature Database (VOFD) and the FAA Digital Obstruction File (DOF).  The comparison assessed obstacles within the United States (Lat/Long/MSL).  The results were sampled visually via imagery and against the FAA's OE/AAA program.  The following findings were noted:


98,862 DoD VOFD obstacles were also found in the FAA DOF.


1,478, 541 DoD VOFD obstacles were not found within the FAA DOF.


33, 621 FAA DOF obstacles were not found in the DoD VOFD.

Wayne believes this comparison supports AFFSA’s position that there is an issue with the exchange of obstacle data between NGA and the FAA.  It appears that there are towers and windmills that exist in the DoD VOFD that are not available in the FAA DOF.  There are approximately 900,000 power line pylons, some as high as 150' as well as some within close proximity of airports that exist in the DoD VOFD, yet are not available in the FAA DOF.  This lack of obstacle information within the FAA DOF obstacle file could result in FAA instrument procedure designers and ATC minimum altitude chart designers not having all required obstacle information to safely evaluate US FAA instrument procedures.  Upon conclusion of his briefing, 
Wayne agreed to close this issue based on the lack of interest, from other lines of businesses in pursuing a remedy to this problem.  The DoD will continue to research discrepancies identified in obstacle databases and report findings to the appropriate FAA office.  CLOSED.

