09-076 (October 6, 2009) Airway Minimum Turning Altitude (MTA).  ISSUE:  At the closure of meeting 09-04, Paul Eure presented a question that he had received from Denver ARTCC involving a minimum turning altitude over various airway combinations over the Jackson Hole VORTAC.  The MTAs are significantly above the MEAs and are documented on the Form 8260-2 for the facility/fix.  Paul’s question is how are controllers and pilots made aware of turning restrictions and should there be a charting standard?

Status 10-06-09:  New issue opened from the floor as a result of a post meeting question raised by Paul Eure.  Apparently, there are criteria in TERPS to evaluate minimum turning altitudes on airways.  There is policy in Order 8260.19 on how to document MTAs on Form 8260-2.  However, there is no policy to ensure pilot or controller awareness of MTAs.  Bill Hammett stated that this is a serious issue and recommended that it be added to the AISWG agenda for resolution.  Tom Schneider, Chair AISWG agreed.  OPEN.
IOU:  Tom Schneider will research the rationale behind the 8260-2 documentation requirement.

Status 01-05-10: Tom Schneider briefed that this issue is being worked through the US-IFPP as there is a possibility of criteria changes.  Tom also stated that AFS-420 is also internally discussing the need for documentation guidance and possible charting requirements.  OPEN.

IOU:  Tom Schneider to continue to track and work the issue.

Status 03-30-10:  John Bordy presented a briefing validating the issue and recommending both short-term and long-term solutions. John emphasized that he didn't believe there are too many of the Jackson Hole MTA scenarios.  A discussion followed.  Don Harmer expressed concern over chart clutter.  Val Watson stated that if the occurrence of MTAs is as uncommon as believed, there would not be a significant chart clutter issue.  She recommended that the information be placed as an airway remark on the 8260-16.  Since this form goes through Part 95, the information would be charted immediately and IACC specs would not need to be addressed. On the other hand, using a "T" or other symbol to represent the MTA would require approval of the IACC.  Tom Schneider responded that the -16 documentation requirement is being considered for Change 1 to Order 8260.19D.  Lance Christian stated that the problem should not exist and recommended that MEAs be increased to accommodate any required MTA.  John responded that MEA increases would impact all users (even those not turning) as well as ATC facilities.  Bill Hammett asked whether MEAs could be directional; for example, regarding JAC, retain the lower MEA for southbound traffic and raise the northbound MEA to accommodate the MTA.  Lance suggested a search of the NAS to see how many MTAs are required.  Rick Mayhew stated that he would see if NASR could determine this.  Bill Hammett re-capped the issue and stated that several IOUs are necessary.  OPEN.

IOUs:
1) Rick Mayhew will attempt to determine the extent of the problem through a NASR inquiry; 2) Val Watson will coordinate a possible charting solution through the MPOC;  3) The En route Service Unit must take immediate corrective action to resolve current known MTA requirements;  4) The En route Service Unit will develop controller guidance for 7110.65 and the PCG;  5) Tom Schneider to develop documentation requirements for Form 8260-16; and 6) Tom Schneider to work within AFS-400 to ensure pilot educational material for the AIM and IPH is updated accordingly.

Status: 06-29-10:  There were 6 IOUs on this issue from the last meeting that were addressed in order:


1.  Rick Mayhew briefed that he searched the NFDC worldwide resources database and uncovered 8 fixes with MTAs.  He cautioned that as the search process utilized mapping text from an example Form 8260-2 and used an Optical Character Recognition program, there may be additional fixes with MTAs whose documentation does not match the search parameters.  IOU CLOSED.

2.  Valerie Watson briefed that the last MPOC meeting was cancelled; therefore, the issue has not been discussed yet.  She needs a sample 8260-16 in order to write the spec change.  Brad Rush will supply a sample.  At the next MPOC meeting, she will propose that a new symbol for MTAs not be developed.  Rather, the meaning of the existing "x" flag used to denote a MCA will be re-defined to indicate dual use for both MCAs and MTAs.  Brad Rush added that as soon as IACC specs are approved, he will prepare an internal AeroNav Services policy memo to the En Route Navigation Team to implement the change prior to 8260.19 revision.  Paul Eure expressed concern over pilot/controller understanding of MTA vs. MCA.  Val responded that the "x" symbol will always have an associated note and its meaning will therefore be clear to the user.  Lance Christian stated that the DOD has a database issue with this proposal because DAFIF will only accommodate one altitude on an airway.  He re-stated his previous position that airway MEAs should be raised in order to accommodate the MTA requirements.  IOU OPEN.

3.  Paul Eure advised that all affected ARTCCs were provided copies of the form 8260-2s with known MTAs.  IOU CLOSED.

4.  Paul Eure advised that he has developed DCPs to provide controller guidance regarding  MTAs.  He will begin coordination when charting specifications are complete.  IOU OPEN.  


5.  Tom Schneider briefed that he is developing a policy change to document MTA requirements on Form 8260-16 vice Form 8260-2 (current practice).  This policy is planned for inclusion in Change 1 to Order 8260.19E.  There will also be a cross reference in the 8260-2 instructions as a reminder.  IOU OPEN.  


6.  Tom Schneider stated that IPH and AIM guidance cannot be developed until the charting specifications are completed.  IOU OPEN.  

The bottom line is that further action is dependent on the charting specs. 

IOUs:  1) Val Watson to keep the group apprised of MPOC actions; 2) The ATO En Route Service Unit will develop controller guidance for 7110.65 and the PCG when specs are complete; 3) Tom Schneider to develop documentation requirements for Form 8260-16; and, 4) Tom Schneider to work within AFS-400 to ensure pilot educational material in the AIM and IPH is updated accordingly once charting specifications have been agreed to.

Status 10-05-10:  A status update of the four open IOUs from the last meeting was provided:


1.
Val Watson briefed that RD 689, which supports MTA charting via dual use of the current MCA icon, has been staffed through the MPOC and is currently in the IACC signature process.  The IACC spec change should be in place by the end of the month.  IOU CLOSED.


2.
Paul Eure briefed that two DCPs are out for comments to update the PCG and 7110.65.  Comments are due NLT the end of October.  IOU OPEN.


3.
Tom Schneider briefed that Brad Rush has prepared an internal AeroNav Services memo regarding interim Form 8260-16 documentation for flight procedures personnel  (A copy of the memo is attached).  Tom will extract pertinent guidance from the memo and include it in Change 1 to Order 8260.19, which will be effective in March 2011.  Brad briefed that they will begin documenting and charting MTAs as soon as the IACC Spec is signed.  IOU OPEN.


4.
Tom Schneider stated that he has briefed Jim Rose, AFS-420, on the necessity of updating the IPH.  Paul Eure is coordinating the AIM change.  IOU OPEN.

During discussion, Bill Hammett recommended a graphic notice be published in the NTAP to help ensure pilot/controller awareness until the AIM and IPH  are updated.  IOU OPEN.
IOUs:  1) The ATO En Route Service Unit will track the DCPs for controller guidance for 7110.65 and the PCG;  2) Tom Schneider to include documentation requirements for Form 8260-16 in Change 1 to Order 8260.19E, which is tentatively scheduled to be effective in March, 2011;  3)  Tom Schneider to continue to work within AFS-400 to ensure pilot educational material in the AIM and IPH is updated accordingly; and 4)  Tom Schneider & Bill Hammett to develop a Graphic Notice for the NTAP until the AIM and IPH are updated.

Status 01-11-11:  A status update of the four open IOUs from the last meeting was provided:


1.
Paul Eure briefed that there were several non-concurs on the DCPs being developed to provide controller guidance.  Most non-concurs indicate a problem understanding the difference between MCA and MTA.  The issue is being worked.  IOU OPEN.

2.
Tom Schneider briefed that guidance for documenting MTAs on Form 8260-16 has been included in Change 1 to Order 8260.19E, which is in the coordination process.  He added that the -16 is being revised to a report format.  IOU CLOSED.

3.
Tom Schneider briefed that work is on-going within AFS-400 to update pilot educational material.  Jim Rose, AFS-420, is working the IPH and AFS-410 is working AIM guidance. 

IOU OPEN.


4.
Tom Schneider briefed that he and Bill Hammett completed a Graphic Notice for the NTAP and forwarded it for publication.  IOU CLOSED.
During discussion Valerie Watson recommended that the Graphic Notice be forwarded to the En Route Charting Team for development of a Safety Alert to be posted on the AeroNav products web site.  She also recommended the Notice be sent to Jeppesen so they could develop a briefing bulletin for their products.  Tom stated that he had already forwarded the Notice to Ted Thompson, Jeppesen.  

IOUs:  1) The ATO En Route Service Unit will continue to track the DCPs for controller guidance for 7110.65 and the PCG;  2) Tom Schneider to continue to work within AFS-400 to ensure pilot educational material in the AIM and IPH is updated accordingly; and, 3)  Val Watson to track AeroNav Products development of a Safety Alert for government chart users.

Status 04-05-11:  A status update of the three open IOUs from the last meeting was provided:


1.
Paul Eure from the En Route Service Unit was unable to attend because of illness; therefore, an update on controller ( JO 7110.65) guidance was not available.  IOU OPEN

2.
Tom Schneider briefed that work is on-going within AFS-400 to update pilot educational material.  Jim Rose, AFS-420, is currently working the IPH.  Tom asked Suzette Rash if she had any knowledge of AFS-410 progress on AIM guidance.  Suzette responded that she was unaware of the current status of the issue within AFS-410.  IOU OPEN.

3.
Val Watson briefed that the AeroNav Products developed a Charting Notice vice a Safety Alert for government chart users.  The Charting Notice is posted on the AeroNav Products web site.  IOU CLOSED
During discussion, it was noted that Paul Eure had forwarded 8 Form 8260-2s with MTAs annotated asking when all would be charted.  Brad responded that Jackson Hole, AZ (JAC) and Pomona, CA (POM) have been charted.  The remaining fixes are currently being worked into 8260-16 revisions.  Bill Hammett noted that he had received correspondence from Wally Roberts (NBAA consultant) expressing concern that Jeppesen has not addressed MTAs.  Tom Schneider responded that he had forwarded Ted Thompson the information on JAC and agreed to follow up to ensure Jeppesen is aware of the MTA issue.  

IOUs:  1) The ATO En Route Service Unit will continue to track the DCPs for controller guidance for JO 7110.65 and the PCG;  2) Tom Schneider to continue to work within AFS-400 to ensure pilot educational material in the AIM and IPH is updated accordingly; and, 3)  Tom Schneider to coordinate with Jeppesen to ensure they are aware of and are addressing the MTA issue.  OPEN.

Status 07-12-11:  A status update of the three open IOUs from the last meeting was provided:


1.
Paul Eure briefed the DCP is in the final stages of approval.  All non-concurs have been mitigated; however, he has no estimate when it will be signed.  In the interim, there is no field guidance on MTAs for controllers.  IOU OPEN.

2.
Tom Schneider briefed that IPH guidance has been written and the revised handbook is in internal AFS coordination process.  Tom also stated that he reminded AFS-410 of the AIM  guidance reminding them the cutoff is Aug 25 for February 2012 publication.  IOU OPEN.


3.
Tom Schneider briefed that he coordinated with Jeppesen and they have established a new charting process for MTAs similar to our IACC Specs.  They have also received source for 7 new MTAs and all applicable Jeppesen enroute charts were updated to reflect MTAs before or on June 10.  IOU CLOSED.

During discussion, Paul Eure asked whether all US MTAs have been charted.  Brad responded that all have been worked as amended form 8260-16s.  Val Watson agreed to confirm charting with the Enroute Charting Team.  OPEN.
IOUs:  1) The ATO En Route Service Unit will continue to track the DCPs for controller guidance for JO 7110.65 and the PCG;  2) Tom Schneider to continue to work within AFS-400 to ensure pilot educational material in the AIM and IPH is updated accordingly.  3) Val Watson will confirm with the Enroute Charting Team that all of the currently known MTA locations (8) have been charted.

Status 09-27-11: The following status update of the three open IOUs from the last meeting was provided:


1.
Paul Eure, who represents the En Route Service Unit was not present; therefore, no update on this IOU was available.  IOU OPEN. 


2.
Tom Schneider briefed that he was unable to get in touch with the AFS-410 representative to determine the AIM status.  He did note that MTA information has been included in the draft IPH update.  IOU OPEN.


3.
Val Watson, who was unable to attend, forwarded the following update as received from the Enroute Charting Team:

The following airways have been amended and published with MTA remarks with effective dates as noted:     V197 @ POM CA effective 11/18/10;


V236 @ OGD UT effective 1/13/11;
V328 @ JAC WY effective 3/10/11;


V330 @ JAC WY effective 3/10/11; 
V465 @ JAC WY effective 3/10/11;


V520 @ JAC WY effective 3/10/11;
V465 @ MLD ID effective 3/10/11.

Additionally, the following airways were identified for amendment to include MTA remarks based on existing -2 data:   

V327 @ FLG AZ;          V421 @ ECHOA CO;          
V85 @ ALLAN CO; 

V134 / V220 / V591 @ SLOLM CO
  V4 / V495 / V287 @ LOFAL WA;

V495 / V4 @ JAWBN WA.

These airways are in PTS for work and should be published sometime in 2012; however, exact publication dates are undetermined at this time due to competing priorities, and a very small production work force. Since there is a plan in place to address future MTAs as they are discovered, This IOU may be closed.  IOU CLOSED.
IOUs:  1) The ATO En Route Service Unit will continue to track the DCPs for controller guidance for JO 7110.65 and the PCG;  2) Tom Schneider to continue to work within AFS-400 to ensure pilot educational material in the AIM and IPH is updated accordingly.

Status 01-10-12: The following status update of the two open IOUs from the last meeting was provided:


1.
Paul Eure, who represents the En Route Service Unit was not present; but provided an update via email stating that the MTA DCPs are still being processed and are in the final stages and about ready to go to Safety.  Mike Foster asked if there was a timeframe associated with the processing of the MTA DCPs.  Steven Habicht responded that Paul’s email did not provide that information, and he will request an update for the next meeting.  IOU OPEN.


2.
Tom Schneider briefed that he contacted an AFS-410 representative and was assured that the updated AIM material will be published in February 2012.  He also contacted Jim Rose (AFS-420) and was assured that the MTA material has been included in the IPH update.  IOU OPEN.
IOUs:  1) The ATO En Route Service Unit will continue to track the DCPs for controller guidance for JO 7110.65 and the PCG; 2) Tom Schneider to continue to work within AFS-400 and track the AIM and IPH to ensure pilot educational material is updated accordingly.

Status 04-03-12: The following status update of the two open IOUs from the last meeting was provided:

1. Paul Eure briefed that coordination is still underway, that they have resolved all non-concurs, and that the order is out for final disposition (internal FAA coordination).  Val Watson asked if this included the PCG?  Paul responded yes.  IOU OPEN.

2.
Tom Schneider briefed that the updated AIM material was published and that the MTA material has been included in the IPH update, which has finished coordination and should be published in the next three to five months.  IOU OPEN.
IOUs:  1) The ATO En Route Service Unit will continue to track the DCPs for controller guidance for JO 7110.65 and the PCG; 2) Tom Schneider to continue to track the IPH to ensure pilot educational material is updated accordingly.

Status 07-10-12: The following status update of the two open IOUs from the last meeting was provided:

1. Paul Eure briefed that coordination is still underway, and that they must write the safety decision memo for the DCPs.  Val Watson asked if the existing MTAs have been published.  Bill Hammett responded that they should have been, according to the status update provided at the AISWG meeting on 9/27/11.  IOU OPEN.

2.
Tom Schneider briefed that AFS has incorporated all comments from internal coordination into the IPH update, and the completed draft is currently out for external coordination.  Chris Criswell asked where he could find a copy of the draft IPH.  Tom responded that a copy is available on the Flight Standards webpage (for reference, the link is provided: http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/avs/offices/afs/afs400/afs420/policies_guidance/draft_directives/).  IOU OPEN.
IOUs:  1) The ATO En Route Service Unit will continue to track the DCPs for controller guidance for JO 7110.65 and the PCG; 2) Tom Schneider to continue to track the IPH to ensure pilot educational material is updated accordingly.

Status 10-02-12: The following status update of the two open IOUs from the last meeting was provided:

1. Paul Eure briefed that work on the safety decision memo for the DCP is low priority at this time and other work has taken precedence. IOU OPEN.
2. Tom Schneider commented that the OPR is still working on updating the IPH. Rick Dunham mentioned that the Tech writer is still in the editing phase. IOU OPEN.
IOUs:  1) The ATO En Route Service Unit will continue to track the DCPs for controller guidance for JO 7110.65 and the PCG; 2) Tom Schneider to continue to track the IPH to ensure pilot educational material is updated accordingly.

Status 01-08-13: The following status update of the two open IOUs from the last meeting was provided:

1. Paul Eure provided an update after the meeting. He stated that there is no change on the safety decision memo for the DCP. It is low priority at this time and other work has taken precedence. IOU OPEN.
2. Tom Schneider commented that the Instrument Procedures Handbook is out for coordination. IOU OPEN.
IOUs:  1) The ATO En Route Service Unit will continue to track the DCPs for controller guidance for JO 7110.65 and the PCG; 2) Tom Schneider to continue to track the IPH to ensure pilot educational material is updated accordingly.
Status 04-02-13: The following status update of the two open IOUs from the last meeting was provided:

1. Paul Eure stated that there is no change on the safety decision memo for the DCP. It is low priority at this time and other work has taken precedence. IOU OPEN.
2. Tom Schneider commented that the Instrument Procedures Handbook is out for coordination. IOU OPEN.
IOUs:  1) The ATO En Route Service Unit will continue to track the DCPs for controller guidance for JO 7110.65 and the PCG; 2) Tom Schneider to continue to track the IPH to ensure pilot educational material is updated accordingly.
Status 07-09-13: The following status update of the two open IOUs from the last meeting was provided:

1. Paul Eure was not present to update the group on the safety decision memo for the DCP. IOU OPEN.
2. Tom Schneider stated that comments are being  incorporated into the Instrument Procedures Handbook by October 1, 2013. IOU OPEN.
IOUs:  1) The ATO En Route Service Unit will continue to track the DCPs for controller guidance for JO 7110.65 and the PCG; 2) Tom Schneider to continue to track the IPH to ensure pilot educational material is updated accordingly.
Status 11-05-13: The following status updates are from the two open IOUs from the last meeting:

1. Eric Fredricks AJV-823 eric.fredricks@faa.gov (202) 385-8438 has replaced Paul Eure. IOU OPEN.
2. Tom Schneider advised the Chair prior to the meeting that he contacted Gill Baker, contract support for Brian Strack. Currently they are formatting and mitigating comments for the Instrument Procedures Handbook Publication is targeted for early 2014. IOU OPEN.
IOUs:  1) Chris Criswell will contact Eric Fredricks from the ATO En Route Service Unit so that we can continue to track the DCPs for controller guidance for JO 7110.65 and the PCG; 2) Tom Schneider to continue to track the IPH to ensure pilot educational material is updated accordingly.
Status 01-07-14: The following status updates are from the two open IOUs from the last meeting:

1. Chris Criswell is waiting for an update from Eric Fredricks. IOU OPEN.
2. Tom Schneider advised that comments are still being coordinated for the Instrument Procedures Handbook. Publication is targeted for May 2014. IOU OPEN.
IOUs:  1) Chris Criswell will contact Eric Fredricks from the ATO En Route Service Unit so that we can continue to track the DCPs for controller guidance for JO 7110.65 and the PCG; 2) Tom Schneider to continue to track the IPH to ensure pilot educational material is updated accordingly.
Status 04-08-14: The following status updates are from the two open IOUs from the last meeting:

1. Chris Criswell is waiting for an update from Eric Fredricks. IOU OPEN.
2. Tom Schneider advised that the Instrument Procedures Handbook is going out for final signature the end of April. Publication is targeted for May 2014. IOU OPEN.
IOUs:  1) Chris Criswell will contact Eric Fredricks from the ATO En Route Service Unit so that we can continue to track the DCPs for controller guidance for JO 7110.65 and the PCG; 2) Tom Schneider to continue to track the IPH to ensure pilot educational material is updated accordingly.
Status 07-08-14: The following status updates are from the two open IOUs from the last meeting:

1. Eric Fredricks said that the DCP’s will need to be re-coordinated. Eric said that coordination for DCPs should not take much time. Once the DCP comments in then a Safety Risk Management Decision Memo (SRMDM) to mitigate the concerns. IOU OPEN.
2. Per Steve VanCamp the Instrument Procedure Handbook (IPH) was published on May 13, 2014.  IOU CLOSED.
IOUs:  1) Eric Fredricks from the ATO En Route Service Unit will report back on progress of DCPs for controller guidance for JO 7110.65 and the PCG.

Status 10-07-14: The following status updates are from the two open IOUs from the last meeting:
1. Eric Fredricks said that the Safety Risk Management Decision Memo (SRMDM) is almost ready for internal coordination. Within the next 45 days it will be ready for review. IOU OPEN.
IOUs:  1) Eric Fredricks from the ATO En Route Service Unit will report back on progress of SRMDM.
Status 02-03-15: 
1. Eric Fredricks reported via email that the DCP for MTA's has been sent to field facilities for initial coordination and a number of comments have been received.  Next step in the process is to resolve these comments and then the DCP will be submitted for management signature for approval for publication. IOU OPEN.
IOUs:  1) Eric Fredricks will report back on progress of the DCP.
Status 04-07-15: 
1. Kevin Aurandt of AJV-823 En Route Procedures reported that he has received negative feedback regarding the proposal. Kevin said he believes that the turning restrictions should be resolved and will discuss further with Paul Eure. Val Watson will provide Kevin a list of MTA’s in the NAS. IOU OPEN.
IOUs:  1) Kevin Aurandt  will report back on progress of resolving comments to the DCP.
Status 07-07-15: 

1. Kevin Aurandt of AJV-823 En Route Procedures was not in attendance to update the working group. Tom Schneider and Val Watson pointed out that MTA guidance has been published within the Instrument Procedures Handbook (IPH) and Order 8260.3 (TERPS). Kevin’s objection was that MTAs were not covered in the CFRs – TERPs is a part of CFR, so this is not an issue.  If no progress has been made on resolving controller guidance for JO 7110.65 and the PCG by the next AISWG meeting recommend closing the issue. IOU OPEN.
IOUs:  1) Chris Criswell will contact Kevin Aurandt concerning resolving comments to the DCP.
Status 10-05-15: 

AISWG Members agreed to close the issue. IOU CLOSED.
