12-085 (January 10, 2012): Activity Areas Data. ISSUE: There are currently a variety of methods for disseminating data describing aerobatic activity areas (Ultralight, Glider, Hang Glider, Aerobatic Practice & Training areas): some of these areas are published in text form in the back matter of the A/FDs, some are represented on the Visual charts by symbols, others by boxed notes, but it is desired that the SOURCE be standardized.  During a recent ACF Charting Group meeting (Issue 11-01-238), it was recommended that AIM maintain and disseminate data describing these various activity areas in a way similar to Parachute Jump Areas (PJA), so that the information is available directly from the FAA designated office in a data-based, standardized format.

Status 01-10-12: New issue submitted by Val Watson, AJV-3B.  Val asked if these areas could be better described to provide more information and a better source of data for charting.  Chris Criswell responded that designating specific areas for these activities can be difficult because they are not well defined.  Jeff Waterman stated that some aerobatic areas are well defined, and that these areas should be stored in the database similar to PJAs.  Brad Rush stated that this data must be stored with source information to provide accountability for this data.  Chris also stated that if these areas are defined by a radius about a point, as several people suggested, that the point may overlap with other symbols on the chart, and that coordination would be needed to determine the cartographic judgment to be used in these cases.  Val responded that charting standards for the areas already exists, with cartographic rules for hierarchy of symbols and offset when necessary, and that detail is an AeroNav Products issue and not what is being addressed here - what AeroNav Products is looking for (and what Jeppesen is looking for) is a more consistent and complete sourcing of these areas, preferably in the NASR database and with as much location information (e.g., lat/long) as possible.  Val stated that Ted Thompson from Jeppesen specifically requested at the ACF Charting Group meeting that glider, ultralight, hang glider & training operations areas be databased in the same fashion as PJA's.  Curtis Davis asked who the source would be for this data, and suggested that it may be the Service Centers although they are not reliable.  Chris responded that the OSGs should be the source.  Chris agreed to investigate what solutions AIM could provide for this issue.  OPEN.

IOU:  Chris Criswell will research database options for activity (e.g., aerobatic, glider) areas data and report them to the group.

Status 04-03-12: Chris Criswell briefed that the NFDC has established a process for adding changes to activity areas within Special Notices section to the NFDD, and that the NFDC is currently gathering requirements for databasing these areas in a similar manner to PJAs.  Val Watson asked if these changes are included in the add-on pages of the NFDD.  Chris responded yes.  OPEN.
IOU:  Chris Criswell will keep the group updated on database options for activity (e.g., aerobatic, glider) areas data.

Status 07-10-12: John Graybill briefed that the NFDC is currently developing Order 7900.3 to standardize submission of airspace data, including special activity area.  The order will contain forms that standardize the data required by the NFDC and will prepare the NFDC to maintain the data in a database in the future.  Tom Schneider asked if the airway data being defined in this order would affect the 8260-16 forms.  John responded that the 8260-16 form would not be affected since Order 7900.3 only covers non-regulatory airways.  Val Watson stated that customers (e.g., Jeppessen) have complained that they cannot track changes to the special notices using the NFDD add-on pages, and are requesting a timeframe for when the notices will be databased.  John responded that he could not provide a timeframe for this request.  Chris Criswell suggested that AeroNav Products should disseminate changes to the Special Notices to improve efficiency, since they currently process the changes through the NFDC’s Aeronautical Chart Changes (ACC) portal and then create the add-on pages for the NFDD.  Brad Rush responded that data should be submitted through the portal, validated by AIM, and distributed via the NFDD to AeroNav Products for publication (i.e., AeroNav Products should not be involved with the data changes).  Chris responded that since the recent ATO re-organization, the cartographic standards role has been moved from AIM to AeroNav Products, and thus the responsibility for the ACCs also moved.  Val stated that this function should not be performed by AeroNav Products, and that it is AIM’s function to validate data.  Chris responded that the changes come from a variety of sources, and it is the function of cartographic standards to coordinate and validate these changes.  Deb Copeland added that AeroNav Products is now performing these functions, and that they have been adding brief, descriptive text to the top of the add-on pages that highlight the changes to airport diagrams and sketches.  Val asked if this text could be added to the add-on pages for Special Notices.  Deb responded yes. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1) Chris Criswell will keep the group updated on database options for activity (e.g., aerobatic, glider) areas data. 

2) John Graybill will keep the group updated on the status of Order 7900.3.  

3) Deb Copeland will have the add-on pages for Special Notices updated to include a brief textual description of the changes.

Status 10-02-12: The following status update of the three open IOUs from the last meeting was provided:

1. Chris Criswell briefed that requirements are being developed to collect, database and disseminate activity areas from NASR via the NFDD.  IOU OPEN.
2. John Graybill provided an update prior to the meeting: Order 7900.3 currently out for comment . IOU OPEN.
3. There was no update. Val Watson briefed the group that Terry Sharp is the new A/FD manager.  IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1) Chris Criswell will keep the group updated when NASR will begin disseminating activity (e.g., aerobatic, glider) areas data. 

2) John Graybill will keep the group updated on the status of Order 7900.3.  

3) Terry Sharp will brief on the status of the textual description activity area Special Notices.

Status 01-08-13: The following status update of the three open IOUs from the last meeting was provided:

1. Chris Criswell briefed that the current focus is on creation of fillable PDF’s forms that will be used to submit the different types of activity areas data through the Aeronautical Chart Changes (ACC) web portal. Once the Order is complete the forms will be placed on NFDC.FAA.GOV and submitted through the ACC web portal to AeroNav Products who will place the information within the ADD-ON page of the NFDD. Ultimately the fillable PDF forms will used to develop the functionality within eNASR. IOU OPEN.
2. John Graybill provided and update prior to the meeting that Order 7900.3 is still be worked on. Tom Schneider asked if 7900.3 has been distributed for comment. Greg Pray said that he will find out if the 7900.3 has been sent out for comment and will provide. IOU OPEN.
3. Adam Edmondson, A/FD team lead briefed the group that the A/FD team currently receives Special Notice activity areas through the ACC webportal. The A/FD team will vet the Special Notice and then post the change within the ADD-ON page of the NFDD.  IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1) Chris Criswell will keep the group updated on when the fillable pdf forms will be made available on NFDC.FAA. and on the eNASR enhancement to accommodate the activity areas data.

2) John Graybill will keep the group updated on the status of Order 7900.3.  

3) Adam Edmondson will provide an update on adding the textual description activity area Special Notices to the ADD-ON page of the NFDD.
Status 04-02-13: The following status update of the three open IOUs from the AISWG were provided:

1.  Chris Criswell updated the group that once the final 7900.3 Order has been distributed fillable pdf forms will be added to the nfdc.faa.gov website to allow for the submission data described within the 7900.3. IOU OPEN
2. John Graybill updated the group that NFDC is targeting late summer or early fall for the final Order 7900.3. IOU OPEN
3. Bob Carlson updated the group that the Special Activity Areas are being processed by AJV-3 and included within the ADD-ON page of the NFDD. Order 7900.3 will establish a fillable pdf form to standardize the Special Activity Area submissions. CLOSED

IOU:  1) Chris Criswell will keep the group updated on when the fillable pdf forms will be made available on NFDC.FAA.GOV.

2) John Graybill will keep the group updated on the status of Order 7900.3 and the associated fillable pdf forms.  
Status 07-09-13: No status updates for the open IOUs were provided. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1) Chris Criswell will keep the group updated on when the fillable pdf forms will be made available on NFDC.FAA.GOV.

2) John Graybill will keep the group updated on the status of Order 7900.3 and the associated fillable pdf forms.  

Status 11-05-13: The following status updates are from the two open IOUs from the last meeting:

1. John Graybill stated that AIM is still working on the 7900.3 which will provide guidance on submitting activity area data using fillable PDF forms. 

2. Chris Criswell indicated that NASR’s priority is currently NavLean requirements and any development to support other requirements will be scheduled after the NavLean work is complete. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1) John Graybill will keep the group updated on the status of Order 7900.3 and the associated fillable pdf forms.  2) Chris Criswell will keep the group updated on when the fillable pdf forms will be made available on NFDC.FAA.GOV and when NASR will be able to be modified to accommodate the new features and attributes.

Status 01-07-14: The following status updates are from the two open IOUs from the last meeting:

1. John Graybill stated that nothing has changed since the last meeting. AIM is still working on the 7900.3. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1) John Graybill will keep the group updated on the status of Order 7900.3 and the associated fillable pdf forms.  
Status 04-08-14: The following status updates are from the two open IOUs from the last meeting:

1. Prior to the meeting John Graybill provided an update that NFDC Manager (AJV-21), Rick Funkhouser, has re-initiated meetings to discuss the 7900.3 Order. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1) John Graybill will keep the group updated on the status of Order 7900.3 and the associated fillable pdf forms.  

Status 07-08-14: Rick Funkhouser briefed the group that Order 7900.3 should be complete by calendar year-end. The 7900.3 Forms will be included with the Order. The order will also provide guidance on how to populate and submit forms. The draft order is currently being circulated internally within AJV-2, forms are still being developed. Chris Criswell asked Rick if he has coordinated with the Nav Lean Program. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1) John Graybill will keep the group updated on the status of Order 7900.3 and coordination with the Nav Lean Program.  

Status 10-07-14: John Graybill reported that the draft Order 7900.3 is still in progress. John met with Sue Gardiner concerning collection, storage and dissemination of aerobatic areas in NASR. The process for collection and submission of aerobatic areas and UAS areas will be contained within Order 7900.3. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1) John Graybill will keep the group updated on the status of Order 7900.3.

Status 02-03-15: John Graybill reported that NFDC has begun talks with the NASR contractor in order to create a new Miscellaneous Activity Area resource in NASR. This resource will include the following Activity Area types: Glider, Hang Glider, Ultralight, Aerobatic Practice, Space Launch Activity (SLA), and Unmanned Aircraft (UA). Once this data is added to NASR, any changes will automatically generate NFDD entries, thus eliminating the process of creating NFDD add-on pages. The target date for adding this resource to NASR is late fall, 2015. The draft Order 7900.3 will contain instructions for submitting this data to NFDC. 

Also, in conjunction with this effort, John reported that NFDC is developing web-based digital forms that will allow users to submit this data via the Aeronautical Chart Change (ACC) portal. The digital forms will allow for the automatic validation of data, thus saving time for both the data submitters and NFDC. NFDC continues to meet work with Sue Gardner regarding Aerobatic Practice Area data, Anna Cushman regarding Space Launch Activity Areas, and Eric Lautenschlager on Unmanned Aircraft area data. 

IOU:  1) John Graybill will keep the group updated on the status of Order 7900.3, the Miscellaneous Activity Area resource in NASR, and the creation of digital forms for this data.

Status 04-07-15: John Graybill reported that NFDC is in the process of finalizing NASR requirements to support Activity Area types: Glider, Hang Glider, Ultralight, Aerobatic Practice, Space Launch Activity (SLA), and Unmanned Aircraft (UA). The target date for adding this resource to NASR is late fall, 2015. The draft Order 7900.3 will contain instructions for submitting this data to NFDC. 

Michael Wallin from NFDC stated that “Activity Area” Special Notices will be vetted by NFDC and distributed via a NFDD add-on page.

Val Watson stated that she will submit any charting specification changes to the IACC MPOC. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1) John Graybill will keep the group updated on the status of Order 7900.3, the Activity Area resource in NASR, and the creation of digital forms for submitting this data. 2) Val Watson will update the group on charting specification changes.
Status 07-07-15: John Graybill reported that requirements for a new NASR Activity Area resource that would include Glider, Hang Glider, Ultralight, Aerobatic Practice, Space Launch Activity (SLA), and Unmanned Aircraft (UA) areas have been submitted and are awaiting development. The target date for inclusion into NASR has been pushed back to early 2016. Once IACC RD 751 has been finalized, a listing of all current Aerobatic Practice Areas will be published in the NFDD.IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1) John Graybill will keep the group updated on the status of NASR Activity Area resource. 2) Val Watson will update the group on IACC RD 751.
Status 10-05-15: AISWG Members agreed to close the issue once Greg Pray signs IACC RD 751. IOU OPEN.
Status 04-05-16:  Greg Pray signed IACC RD 751 in October of 2015, which creates a mechanism for charting Aerobatic Practice Areas on VFR Charts (Helicopter Route, Flyway, Terminal Area & Sectional).  AISWG Members agreed to close the issue.  IOU CLOSED.

