12-090 (July 10, 2012): UTC vs. Local Time for Aeronautical Data. ISSUE: NFDC has highlighted an issue with the use of UTC and Local Time when distributing aeronautical data to the public.  Proponents submit these data (e.g., Tower hours) to the NFDC in UTC time.  NFDC converts the hours to local time for entry in the NASR database, and these data are distributed to the public via the subscriber files and online airport lookup.  AeroNav Products converts these hours back to UTC time for inclusion in publications such as the A/FD.  These differences can cause confusion to the aviation community, and also may cause issues if pilots don’t properly convert from UTC to Local (e.g., if they don’t account for daylight savings time).

Status 07-10-12: New issue initiated by Greg Pray, AJV-21.  Greg briefed that the NFDC would like to publish all times in UTC time, with a few exceptions, such as those times published in the Federal Register.  Val Watson asked why there would be exceptions, and asked if the group could recommend that all times in NASR be revised to UTC time instead of local time.  Tom Harris responded that the Federal Register must be published in local time according to US law.  Paul Eure added that the Federal Register is intended for use by the general public rather than aviators, which is why local time is preferred over UTC.  Val then stated that AeroNav Products can convert UTC time to local where necessary for charting and publications.  Deb Copeland responded that FAA charts and publications currently use a mix of local and UTC time, and that AeroNav Products should solicit input from industry at the next Aeronautical Charting Forum (ACF) before making any changes to the publications.  Val agreed and asked if all times in NASR could be converted to UTC time and whether NASR could also database the UTC conversion factor for each location, referring to the “UTC-5(14DT)” information currently published in the A/FD but not in NASR.  Greg responded yes, but that he was not sure of the amount of time and effort required for this request.  

IOU:  Greg Pray will research options for converting all times in NASR to UTC time and report the results to the group.

Status 10-02-12: Thomas Harris reported after the meeting that NFDC will change all local times to UTC and is exploring methods to notify users of the UTC change to the NFDD and NASR subscriber files. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  Thomas Harris will report back to the group on converting local time to UTC within NASR. 

Status 01-08-13: Thomas Harris reported that the conversion of local time to zulu within NASR will be implemented in two cycles. Tom also indicated that a lot of times within NASR are contained within “remarks” so it may not be possible to automatically update those times.  The conversion of local time to zulu within NASR may take several cycle due to manual updates. Greg Pray briefed the group that the NASR subscriber file users will be notified of the time change via the Facility Aeronautical Data Distribution System (FADDS) user registration email list. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1. Thomas Harris will report back to the group on converting local time to UTC within NASR.
Status 04-02-13: The following is a status update from the last AISWG.

1. Tom Harris reported that due to the federal register reporting airspace legal descriptions in local time NFDC cannot convert airspace descriptions within NASR to Zulu time. Tom also indicated that many of the local times stored within NASR are contained in free text which does not allow for global conversions. Lance Christian stated that the airspace legal description does not restrict conversion of times within a database. It was recommended the discussion of local time vs. zulu time be submitted to the ACF. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1. Thomas Harris will report back to the group on the status of converting local time to UTC within NASR.
Status 07-09-13: The following is a status update from the last AISWG.

1. Tom Harris reported that he is researching the legality of publishing and disseminating airspace times in zulu due to the federal register reporting airspace legal descriptions in local time. Greg Pray stated that he will contact the ADM/NavLean project managers to find out how the authoritative sources will store times. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1. Thomas Harris will report back to the group on the status of converting local time to UTC within NASR. 2. Greg Pray will report on the ADM/NavLean time requirements.
Status 11-05-13: The following is a status update from the last AISWG.

1. Tom Harris reported that currently the action is on hold due to the level of effort and resources required. IOU OPEN.
2. Greg prey was not present to update the AISWG. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1. Thomas Harris will report back to the group with a plan of converting local time to UTC within NASR. 2. Greg Pray will report on the ADM/NavLean time requirements.
Status 04-08-14: Tom Harris reported that NFDC will begin converting times in NASR from Local to UTC. The conversion work will begin by May 2014.

Val Watson requested that NFDC provide an example NFDD and a memo notifying the AJV-3 Directorate of the time conversion process to issue the NFDD. Tom Harris committed to providing a memo to NFDC Manager, Grge Pray by April 11th 2014. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1. Tom Harris will provide the memo sent from AJV-2 to AJV-3. 2. Tom Harris will provide a NFDD example to AJV-2 and NGA (Just Nahlik). 3. Tom Harris will provide an update on the NFDC to Local time to UTC conversion progress within NASR. 4.Val Watson will update the group on the status of the memo.  
Status 07-08-14: Tom Harris reported that the memo from AJV-2 to AJV-3 has not been provided. The NFDC Airport Manager, Janet Myers is currently evaluating the requirements and should have a decision for next step by the next AISWG.

IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1. Tom Harris will report back on the decision by NFDC Airport Manager. 2. Tom Harris will provide a NFDD example to AJV-2 and NGA (Just Nahlik). 3. Tom Harris will provide an update on the NFDC to Local time to UTC conversion progress within NASR. 
Status 10-07-14: Tom Harris reported that the memo from AJV-2 to AJV-3 has not been drafted. Greg Pray stated that AJV-2/3 still needs to make a decision if the NASR times should be changed from local to UTC. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1. Tom Harris will report back on the decision by AJV-2/3 management. 
Status 02-03-15: Tom Harris stated that Greg Pray will be submitting a memo to AJV-3 concerning the UTC time proposal. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1. Tom Harris will report back on the outcome of the memo. 
Status 04-07-15: Tom Harris did not have an update. IOU OPEN.
IOU:  1. Tom Harris will discuss with his management and  report back on the outcome of the memo. 
Status 07-07-15: 

1. Tom Harris stated that Janet Myers is reviewing the memo which will implement the change.  IOU OPEN.
IOU: Tom Harris will update the group on the outcome of the memo.
Status 10-05-15: 

1. Tom Harris reported that the development of AirNav will resolve this issue. IOU CLOSED.
