Discussion Item Only – (April 6, 2005).  Unique Charting Standard for SIAP Controlling Obstacle(s).  ISSUE: Mike Riley requested AISWG time to discuss Requirement Document (RD) 581, which would require unique charting of the Final Approach Segment (FAS) controlling obstacle.  Background: Current FAA policy in Order 8260.19 requires that the controlling obstacle be documented on the applicable 8260-series form; however, there is no requirement to depict the obstacle on the chart unless charting is required by IACC specifications or the word “Chart” precedes the obstacle in the additional flight data block of the SIAP form.  The RD was submitted to the MPOC by AVN to aid Flight Inspection operations. The Flight Inspection Operations Office (AVN-200) is responsible for flight inspection of SIAPs used throughout the National Airspace System.  Flight inspection requirements include verification of the controlling obstacle in each approach segment as established in FAA Order 8200.1, U.S. Standard Flight Inspection Manual.  Depicting the controlling obstacle using a bold obstacle symbol would make the FAS controlling obstacle obvious to the flight inspection pilot.  Additionally, AVN believes pilots should be aware of the controlling obstruction for the procedure being flown.  If approved, RD 581 would establish the requirement to depict the FAS controlling obstacle using the bold symbology, followed by the elevation to the nearest foot.  

STATUS 04-06-05 – The chair allowed the issue as a discussion item.  Monique Yates and Mike Riley both stated that they had received much negative feedback from the military.  It is believed that charting the controlling obstacle may lead pilots to “cheat” and descent prematurely after clearing the obstacle before having the runway environment in sight.  There could be other obstacles just slightly lower between the controlling obstacle and the MAP.  Ron Cantor noted that the FAS obstacle and all associated data are always charted on the graphic prepared for initial flight inspection.  Ron further stated that NACO does not have any objection to charting the controlling obstacle, but does not support the bold symbology.  Jim Spencer noted that there could be more than one FAS controlling obstacle, especially when approaches are combined.  Tom Schneider stated that this concept would have to be evaluated for human factors concerns.  Brad Rush noted that there are currently provisions in Order 8260.19 to mandate charting.  All agreed; however, this option does not require an IACC specification change to chart the obstacle differently.  The issue is currently at MPOC for discussion, no AISWG action required at this time.  CLOSED.
